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Release. Morning Papers. December 19. 1920. 

Lashington, D. C., lkcember 18, 1920. -- That the use of the IIa- 

tional Forests for recreatfonal yrposes is increasing rapidly and bids 
* 

fair to rank third among the maJ'or services performed by the National 

Forests, with only timber production and stream-flow regulation taking 

precedence over it, is the statement made by CoL W. B. Greeley, head 

of the Forest Service, in his annual report, %Eugy summer homes are 

being erected on the National Forests by @.vate i:ldividuals, and the 

use of forests for other forms of out-of-door recreation was greatek 

during the past year than ever before. 

The suImmer home business '&omises to become an imports&,, source 

of revenue, Col. Grecley points out. On the angeles Forest in southern 

California, for examle, a total of 1329 .- % 
and commercial resorts were, he says, in 

. 
permits for summer residences 

effect at the close of the past 

fiscal ye'ar. The revenue froa this one item amounted to aljproximately 

$22,000, It is believed that within a few years the revenues obtained 

from the various recreational settlements within the Angeles Forest will 

pay the entire cost of poteotion and'administration. I 

atablXshin&z Community. CsmnsL 

Marcy western cornmimit;fes are recognizing the recreational resources 

of near-by Eational Forests as one of their greatest assets and privileges, 

Co?.. Greeley says, and are establishing oommulitq camps under more or 

less formal organization. Tnese camps take every form from the imrricipal 

vacation canps erected on the wles N&tionai Forest under permit from 

the Forest Service a;ld maintained and managed by the cPty of Los Angeles, 

to the improvement of some favorite picnic ground in the National Forests 

by local citizens in cooperation with looa&.forest officers, The @cnio - 
-w= =,re W=ovep by tb.e soaqtrnctlon of. fire plaoos, rustio tables and ~ ;-. _ ,~, : . _, _ 

seats, and are made available to the public without any charge. The . ..- 
. 



. 
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vacation camps under municipal direction charge merely the exponso Of 

fccdi-ng and car& for the successive groups of city people who enJoy 

their ;?rivileges. 

The growth of the recreational rcsouroes of the National ForCdX? 

is so rapid that spcially-trained men aze needed to direct and @II 

for the most. effective development of this service, Co1 Greeley st6%tca. 

Any expenditura along these lines wil- 1 be good’business for the GOvQrn~ 

ment , Since the increased reccipbs will. r&urn to the Treasury much more 

than the total amount expmded. 

The protection of wild life and the recognition of the Bational Fbr- 

ests as natural breeding grounds of fish and game is closely ‘related to 

the developent of the recreational resources. To make more effective the 

work of game protection, in cooperatiOn nith the State and local authori- 

ties, and to secure bettor develoinnent of the fish and game resoumos Of 

the National Forests, Cal. Greeley belioves that Congress should make 

provision for the establishment of game sanctuaries, w&thin rJhich r;rild 

life my find set-urity. These sanctuaries, he says, should be relatively 

limited in area but should be established in considerable number. 

E’lks Suffer Hardships. 

SpecEal attention is called by Cal. Gredley to the necessity of ac;di- 

timal protection for the iiharassed end deainated hords of elk usiilg the 

Yellowstone National Park. and the surromdiks forests. Famine ad cold 

last winter took an unusually heavy toll from their numbers Driven Out 

of the high country by starvation and early snows, the northern herd suf- 

fered from hunters along the boundary line a peraentage loss e&al to 

that of a defeated army. Xsny that escapd the hunters perished from cold 

and starvation bei’ore sping. The sauthem hqd'also lost heavily. As a 

result, the total number of &&nals in these two herds is now estimated by 

the best qu;ilified officers in the RXest Service to equal one-half Of 

their number five years ago, 

The addition to thi absaroka and Gallatin Porssts of the lands still 

in Government ownership and under withdrzfel alo,% the YellOwstone River 

north of Gardi-nsr is urged .by the-Ch&eS -~:wester. Thfs+3&d, he-sMWs, ; 

is urgently noedcd’ as iv$qter -rang& for the elk, ard its dddition to the 


